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Conecta Fiction Analyzes Latino Scripted
Format Business
John Hopewell
Chief InternationalCorrespondent
 @john_hopewell

APRIL 24, 2017 | 04:13AM PT

A panel at last week’s Series Mania, organized by Conecta
Fiction, Spain’s new TV co-production forum, analyzed the
challenges of adapting Latino scripted series formats for other
markets

PARIS — Conecta Fiction, the new Latino TV drama co-production forum, hosted a panel at Series
Mania which analyzed adaptations of scripted formats from Spain and Latin America.
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For the world’s TV business, fiction makeovers are relatively rare, repping just 2% of exported

scripted drama in 2016, according to statistics presented by Eurodata TV at Series Mania. That
said, redos have indirectly yielded some of Spain’s greatest ratings hits in international: RAI1’s
“Braccialetti Rossi,” an Italian reversion of Spain’s hospital-set “Polseres Vermelles,” a teen
friendship drama produced by Filmax and first aired on Catalonia’s TV3; France’s “Disparue,” which
made over Spain’s groundbreaking missing daughter mystery “Desaparecida,” punching 20%-plus
ratings on France 2 from its debut in April 2015; M6’s evergreen ratings phenomenon “Escènes de
menage,” inspired by Jose Luis Moreno’s “Escenas de Matrimonio,” made up of comic sketches of
marriage, charting its small miseries and even smaller joys.

In 2015, Spain was cited by The Wit, a Switzerland-based TV content analysis company, as the No.
1 country in the world for scripted format reversions, thanks to “Los Misterios de Laura,” from
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pubcaster RTVE, with four remakes to its name, and “Polseres Vermelles,” with seven, one on Fox
in the U.S, another on Germany’s Vox.

International revenues are now ever more important to free-to-air broadcasters as their budgets
come under increasing pressure.

“Spanish networks didn’t use to think about export when developing series,” Fernando Javier Lopez
Puig, RTVE head of cinema and fiction, said at the Conecta Fiction round table. Now, however, he
added, given “financing needs and market evolution,” “there is a need to look for products that can
be co-productions or local product that has the capacity to adapt to other cultures.”

Moderated by Geraldine Gonard, CEO of Inside Content, the organizer of Conecta Fiction’s, the
Series Mania round table focused on giving practical advice about adaptations as it charted the
considerable road bumps on the way to a successful Latino scripted series re-version.

Latino format remakes face multiple challenges, Gonard said.

One is the originals’ running time. Free-to-air Spanish series come in at around 70 minutes. That
allows them, with breaks, to play across the whole of peak primetime, said Lopez Puig,

allowing broadcasters to pack a two-hour slot with just one show. Saving sensibly on program costs,
that is unlikely to change, he added.

Adapting abroad to around 45-minute standard international formats, the solution, is “not to be
arrogant, not change everything, but leave aside the less interesting and slower parts, take the great
and really great and join the latter together,” Iris Bucher, CEO-producer of “Disparue” at Paris-based
Quad TV, said at the Conecta Fiction panel.
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Especially for traditional Latin America telenovelas, another headache can be their number of
episodes, “80 or more, a huge difference from the 10-13 part European productions. Gonard pointed
out. Long-format, one-season daily soaps are still made in many countries in Europe, such as
Portugal, however. Portuguese writer Artur Ribeiro, another Conecta Fiction speaker, adapted the
131-part Chilean telenovela “Hijos del Monte” into “Belmonte,” produced by Portuguese TV network
TVI and aired from 2013. It ended up having 259 episodes in Portugal.

The panel’s largest focus, however, was by far on cultural and industrial differences which mark the
constant challenge – and interest for creatives – of adaptations. Their analysis made for an
entertaining panel.

Latino characters emote far more, Gonard said. That may seem cultural stereotyping but is born out
by an extract from Spain’s “Desaparecida,” showrun for RTVE by a then 31-year-old Ramon
Campos who, rolling off its ratings success, founded Bambu Productions. The company has gone
on to make “Las chicas de cable,” Netflix’s first series in Spain.

“Desaparecida” turned on a cute 18-year-old girl who never returns from a night out. A rare 2007 fall
hit in Spain, it was remade as “Disparu” (“Disappearance”) in France by Quad TV, the TV division of
“The Intouchables” producer. A big hit for France 2 in 2015, the French version also drew robust
audiences on BBC4.

The virtue of the Spanish version is that of the French: A constantly twisting crime investigation
which drops clues, plowing multiple false trails. But its characters had to change for the French
version, Bucher recalled at the Conecta Fiction panel.

“In the Spanish version, the mother of the girl who disappears is a very Spanish mother: Her job is
to take care of the family. But the remake was for a modern French pubic: In France, more than
80%  of mothers work,” Bucher said.
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So in “Disparu,” played by Alix Poisson (“Les Revenants”), the French mother is given a profession,
working in local government. She does take to beaujolais and prescription pills after her daughter
disappears. But in Spain’s “Desaparecida,” in its opening scene, the mother is far more smothering,
working herself into a frenzy of worry even before her daughter goes missing and is just getting
ready to go out.

“We created a whole new character for the mother, but kept to the story line,” Bucher remembered.

U.S. shows are far more star-driven than Spain’s: Hollywood has far more ratings-driving stars.

Running from 2009 to 2014 on RTVE, “Los misterios de Laura” (pictured) turned on a ill-dressed
divorcee (Maria Pujalte), who despite her hallmark old gabardine dress-sense, manages to dovetail
motherhood of two twins with work as a police detective and solves cased by intuition rather than
scientific proof – factors which served to set the series apart from many U.S. procedural

When NBC remade “Los misterios de Laura” as “the Mysteries of Laura,” attaching Debra Lessing
(“Will & Grace”) as Laura, it was almost inevitable that Laura ended up as more glamorous than her
Spanish original, Lopez commented.

U.S. networks also have far higher budgets, Lopez added. That has inevitable consequences.  In
Sony’s “Timeless,” its heroes time travel via a shuttle, Gonard pointed out. In RTVE’s equivalent,
“The Department of Time,” another time-travel drama, they just step through an ornate door.

“In Poland, the main theme for audiences is the family,” said TVN head of series Oriana Kujawska,
talking audiences through the adaptation by the Polish commercial channel of Argentine original
“Cita a ciegas” (Blind Date).
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“So, we had to create a strong family unit to give our character as much life [defining context] as she
needed,” Kujawska added. One example: A cleaning lady who plays a key role in the original was
transformed into the girl’s grandmother.

In the final analysis, “nobody makes adaptations slavishly following the original script,” Ribeiro
concluded.

But adapters shouldn’t be prejudiced either, he warned. When he first saw Chile’s “Hijos del monte,”
“I thought there was no way to translate this universe to Portugal,” he recalled. “We had this joke
about the first episode that in Latin America people don’t use contraception because in the first
episode everyone was having kids with the wrong partners.”

But, talking with the original’s producers, he was able to drive through to the show’s premise, and
think of what differences had to be introduced into “Belmonte,” the Portuguese version. His
makeover went on to win an Intl. Emmy nomination.

To take place in Santiago de Compostela,  at the end of the St. James Way in Galicia, North Spain,
Conecta Fiction runs June 20-23.

FILED UNDER: Conecta Fiction, Series Mania

Want to read more articles like this one? SUBSCRIBE TO VARIETY TODAY.

 Post A Comment 0

Sponsored Content Recommended by

See More Jobs +

PDF created on http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk via the HTML to PDF API

http://variety.com/t/conecta-fiction/
http://variety.com/t/series-mania/
https://www.pubservice.com/variety/?PC=VY&PK=M674DTI
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://jobs.variety.com/jobs/search/results
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk?src=pdf
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk/html-to-pdf-api/


Sponsored Content More From Variety

WATCH: Nicole Scherzinger's

amazing reaction to her split

from Ed Sheeran
OK!

Watch Tom Hardy grunt 72

times in just under 40 seconds

Time Out - London

Alex Jones breaks down in

tears as she says goodbye to

The One Show for maternity…
The Express

A New Product Tackles

Wrinkles and Crows Feet. Sells

out in Boots Within Days
WunderLift on Health & Style

magazine

Looking for Cheap iPhone Deal?

Get Yours For £58

Money Expert

REVEALED: The Secret to

Gorgeous, Bushy Brows

WunderBrow on OK!

The Chase: Bradley Walsh 'BREAKS' show

rules leaving Paul Sinha irate  The Express

Raging caller STUNS Katie Hopkins as he

tells Nicola Sturgeon to 'SHUT UP'  The

Express

China’s Youku to Make Local Version

of ‘Saturday Night Live’

TV News Roundup: Mark Consuelos

Cast in ‘Riverdale’ Season 2 as

Veronica’s Father

PDF created on http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk via the HTML to PDF API

http://www.express.co.uk/showbiz/tv-radio/752545/The-Chase-Bradley-Walsh-BREAKS-show-rules-Paul-Sinha-irate?utm_source=externaloutbrain&utm_medium=recommendations&utm_term=paid&utm_content=showbiz&utm_campaign=2016&utm_term=00a3fb3d93f58875b67d1d995117566538
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/781172/Katie-Hopkins-left-stunned-caller-tells-Nicola-Sturgeon-shut-up-about-independence?utm_source=externaloutbrain&utm_medium=recommendations&utm_term=paid&utm_content=news&utm_campaign=2016&utm_term=00a3fb3d93f58875b67d1d995117566538
http://variety.com/2017/tv/asia/china-youku-to-make-local-version-of-saturday-night-live-1202397572/
http://variety.com/2017/tv/news/riverdale-mark-consuelos-veronica-father-1202394922/
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk?src=pdf
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk/html-to-pdf-api/


Recommended by

People Who Had Credit Cards Between 1990-

2004 - Read This PPI Checker

Tom Hardy nabs a suspected moped thief in

West London. ‘I caught the c**t!’ Time Out -

London

People Don't Know This Simple Way to Check

if You Had PPI The Finance Advocate - PPI

Experts

6 actors that Hollywood won't cast anymore

Social Excite

Murdoch Family Rushes to Put Out

Fires at Fox News

Harry Styles to Perform Week-Long

Residency on ‘Late Late Show’

‘Scandal’: Frankie Vargas’ Murderer

Finally Revealed (SPOILERS)

For Fox News, Road to Trust and

Respect Seems Long

Comments are moderated. They may be edited for clarity and reprinting in whole or in part in Variety

NO
COMMENTS

Leave a Reply

PDF created on http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk via the HTML to PDF API

http://native.flavourads.com/campaigns/path/lp.php?trvid=10102&trvx=c04ad29b&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_term=00a3fb3d93f58875b67d1d995117566538&utm_ad=0081f17b8d4a43361a18be62721afede72&
https://www.timeout.com/london/blog/tom-hardy-nabs-a-suspected-moped-thief-in-west-london-i-caught-the-c-t-042517?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=%7BLondon: RSS%7D&utm_content=00a3f18bea74a4effab3c16c103f59e2e5&cid=lon-ppc-%7BLondon:RSS%7D-otb-tai-me-00a3f18bea74a4effab3c16c103f59e2e5-20170426073822
http://tracking.vprtrk.com/769c151a-abaa-4d72-9c47-c17967486e63?utm_campaign=%09Tier 1 - PPI - UK - Desktop - Gen - Image - 01&utm_network=outbrain&utm_content=36899d&utm_term=00a3fb3d93f58875b67d1d995117566538&utm_source=00a3fb3d93f58875b67d1d995117566538
http://social.excite.co.uk/Entertainment/Entertainme/6-actors-that-Hollywood-won-t-cast-anymore?utm_campaign=outbrain&utm_source=brax&utm_campaign=Outbrain&utm_term=00a3fb3d93f58875b67d1d995117566538
http://variety.com/2017/tv/features/murdoch-family-fox-news-scandals-1202394426/
http://variety.com/2017/tv/news/harry-styles-james-corden-late-late-show-residency-1202394901/
http://variety.com/2017/tv/news/scandal-season-6-episode-6-rowan-eli-killed-frankie-vargas-1202009564/
http://variety.com/2017/tv/opinion/fox-news-corporate-culture-sexual-harassment-1202394434/
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk?src=pdf
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk/html-to-pdf-api/


Online Subscription Archives

ALL THE WAYS TO GET VARIETY

Media: Variety 411 Real Estate

OTHER VARIETY PRODUCTS

publications.

Enter your comment here...

MORE TV NEWS FROM
VARIETY

The Power of Content

Is Spotify Planning a
Physical Product

Launch?

Twitter Shares Soar
After It Far Exceeds Q1
Earnings Expectations

Why Ready-to-Wear
Labels Like Attico and
Friends Have Designs

on…

Did S.H.I.E.L.D. Just
Hint at Way to Keep

Ward? Plus, a Quiet…

'Sense8' Season 2
Review: No More

Learning Curve, As
Lana…

Subscribe to Variety
Today!



PDF created on http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk via the HTML to PDF API

http://variety.com/v/tv/
http://www.pmc.com/
http://spy.com/2017/news/tech-news/spotify-hardware-launch-rumors-32515/
http://deadline.com/2017/04/twitter-shares-up-far-exceeds-q1-earnings-expectations-1202077663/
http://footwearnews.com/2017/fashion/designers/ready-to-wear-designers-turn-to-shoes-attico-balmain-342939/
http://tvline.com/2017/04/25/agents-of-shield-recap-season-4-episode-19-may-betrays-hydra/
http://www.indiewire.com/2017/04/sense8-season-2-review-netflix-lana-wachowski-1201809205/
https://www.pubservice.com/variety/?PC=VY&PK=M74FOT
http://variety.com/subscribe-us/
http://www.varietyarchives.com
http://variety411.com
http://variety.com/real-estate/
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk?src=pdf
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk/html-to-pdf-api/


Print Subscription
Mobile Apps
Newsletters
News Alerts

Slanguage Dictionary
Help

Research & Data: Variety Insight |
Archives | Premium Email Alerts

Jobs

Privacy Policy  Your Privacy Rights  Terms of Use  About Us  Advertise  Contact Us  Google+

© Copyright 2017 Variety Media, LLC, a subsidiary of Penske Business Media, LLC. Variety and the Flying V logos are trademarks of Variety Media, LLC.
Powered by WordPress.com VIP

Variety411: Your production services resource

ACCESS THE BEST ENTERTAINMENT
INDUSTRY DATA AVAILABLE 

VIEW THE VARIETY ARCHIVES DATING
BACK TO 1905 

GET NEWS DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX 

PDF created on http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk via the HTML to PDF API

http://variety.com/subscribe-us/
http://www.variety.com/static-pages/variety-mobile-apps/
http://variety.com/newsletters
http://variety.com/newsletters
http://variety.com/static-pages/slanguage-dictionary/
http://variety.com/static-pages/help/
http://www.varietyinsight.com
http://www.varietyarchives.com
http://www.varietyinsight.com/spage_emailalerts.php
http://jobs.variety.com/
http://www.varietyinsight.com/
http://varietyultimate.com
http://pages.email.variety.com/signup
http://pmc.com/privacy-policy
http://pmc.com/privacy-policy/#california
http://pmc.com/terms-of-use/
http://variety.com/variety-about-us/
http://variety.com/static-pages/contact-us/#advert
http://variety.com/static-pages/contact-us/
https://plus.google.com/106186340156470475037
http://www.pmc.com/
http://www.deadline.com/
http://www.india.com/
http://hollywoodlife.com/
http://www.youtube.com/entv
http://tvline.com/
http://www.goldderby.com/
http://wwd.com/
http://footwearnews.com/
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP Footer Credit
http://variety411.com/
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk?src=pdf
http://www.htm2pdf.co.uk/html-to-pdf-api/

